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colorful!
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sweater, or charming coffee-mug cozy. 
Use the yarn colors suggested, or swap 
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life just right.
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DOESN’T COLOR MAKE EVERYONE HAPPY? I feel unbelievably happy 

when I see certain color combinations and I feel like a kid in a candy 

store whenever I buy yarn. Crochet is a great hobby for me, with all 

the wonderful colors and the chance to create something of my own. 

As a bonus, it is a type of therapy for the soul.

 I’ve tried almost every craft one can do by hand: knitting, 

embroidery, weaving, and many others. But I became seriously 

attached to crochet several years ago, when I finally learned how to 

do it properly. I love all the possibilities crochet has to offer and, at 

the same time, its simplicity. It is easy and fun to crochet. Of course, 

one can choose to do complicated projects, but, for this book, I’ve 

limited myself to simple patterns.

 Study the crochet basics at the beginning of this book if you 

haven’t crocheted before. The only thing you need is a crochet hook 

and some yarn. When you feel more confident, you can begin to 

improvise.

 There are patterns in the book for items you can crochet to make 

your home a more colorful place, for example, pillows, throws, and 

potholders. You will also find pretty accessories for your wardrobe: 

hats, shawls, slippers, bags, and much more. If you’d rather crochet 

something for a little one, you can choose between sweet garments, 

pennants, mobiles, and stuffed animals. One chapter is filled with 

decorations for the just right Christmas feeling. You can also create 

your own personal style with crocheted accessories in your favorite 

colors. These are guaranteed to elicit admiration—and I promise that 

no one will have the same things as you.

GOOD LUCK WITH YOUR CROCHETING AND HAVE FUN!

P reface
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These pretty coiled flowers are crocheted in a long 

spiral, coiled into a flower shape and then sewn 

together with a few stitches. What about adding a bead 

to the center? Here are various sizes of flowers.

SMALL COILED FLOWER (Photo 1, page 25)

Yarn: CYCA #1 (sock/fingering/baby) Mandarin Petit 

(100% cotton, 195 yd/178 m / 50 g; see page 142)

Crochet Hook: U.S. size D-3 / 3 mm

Ch 27.

Row 1: Skip 4 ch and work 1 sc into 5th ch from hook, (ch 

2, skip 1 st, 1 sc) to end of chain; turn.

Row 2: Work 1 sc, ch 1, 3 dc, ch 1, 1 sc in each ch-2 loop of 

previous row. Cut yarn and draw end through last st.

Coil the spiral into a flower shape (see photo) and use a 

few stitches to sew it together as you fasten off the 

end. If you like, embellish the flower with a wooden 

bead at the center.

MEDIUM COILED FLOWER (Photo 2, page 25)

Yarn: CYCA #1 (sock/fingering/baby) Mandarin Petit 

(100% cotton, 195 yd/178 m / 50 g; see page 142)

Crochet Hook: U.S. size D-3 / 3 mm

Ch 43.

Row 1: 1 dc in 4th ch from hook and then 1 dc in each st 

across; turn.

Coiled flowers

Row 2: Ch 2, 1 dc in 1st st, 1 dc in next st, (2 dc in next st, 1 

dc in next st) across; turn.

Row 3: Change colors and then ch 2, 1 sc in 1st st, (ch 1, 1 

sc in next st) across. Cut yarn, leaving a long tail and 

draw end through last st.

Coil the spiral into a flower shape (see photo) and use a 

few stitches to sew it together as you fasten off the 

end. 
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THE OPTIONS FOR CROCHETING INTERIOR DESIGN ITEMS FOR YOUR HOME are endless. I’ll show you what I have in 

my home. You should consider this chapter as a source of inspiration because your needs and personal taste will 

vary. Start with what you already have at home and adjust the sizes accordingly. 

FOR A HOME  | 29

ColorfulCrochet_US_CC.indd   29 7/29/15   11:43 AM

DUPLICATION PROHIBITED 
by copyright holder 

© Therese Hagstedt, and Trafalgar Square Books 
www.trafalgarbooks.com 



FOR A HOME  | 31

ColorfulCrochet_US_CC.indd   31 7/29/15   11:43 AM

DUPLICATION PROHIBITED 
by copyright holder 

© Therese Hagstedt, and Trafalgar Square Books 
www.trafalgarbooks.com 



cover together along one short side with sc. Insert the 

hook through stitches on both sides and draw the yarn 

through both stitches. At each corner, work 3 sc in the 

same stitch. Continue joining along the long side. Insert 

the pillow form and then join the other short side. Work 

another row along joining edge: (1 sc, 3 sc in next st, 1 sc).
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Yarn: CYCA #1 (sock/fingering/baby) Mandarin Petit 

(100% cotton, 195 yd/178 m / 50 g; see page 142) for all 

colors except Red

CYCA #3 (DK/light worsted) Marks & Kattens Flox (100% 

cotton, 153 yd/140 m / 50 g; see page 142)

Yarn Amounts: 300 g of Flox in Red 4747-1765; 

Mandarin Petit: 100 g Turquoise 6705, 200 g White 1001, 

and 150 g each of Light Turquoise 6803, Green 8514, and 

Navy Blue 6073

Crochet Hook: U.S. size D-3 / 3 mm

SQUARE
Leo’s blanket is made with granny squares (see page 12) 

that are joined as you work (see page 14). Each square 

consists of 2 rnds Turquoise in the center and then 4 

rnds of a single color. Every other square uses White for 

the outer rounds. The last round is crocheted with Red 

as the squares are joined. This blanket is 12 squares wide 

and 15 squares long for a total of 180 squares.

After all the squares have been crocheted and joined, 

crochet an edging. Begin with Red and 1 sc in each st 

around, with 3 sc in each corner st. Change to Navy Blue 

and work in dc all around (begin rnd with ch 3 as the 1st 

dc), with 3 dc in each corner st. Finish with another 

round in sc with Turquoise, increasing at corners as 

before.

Leo's blanket
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Yarn: CYCA #1 (sock/fingering/baby) Mandarin Petit 

(100% cotton, 195 yd/178 m / 50 g; see page 142) or 

similar size leftover yarn

Crochet Hook: U.S. size C-2 / 2.5 mm

Granny square potholder

SQUARE
Ch 4 and join into a ring with 1 sl st into 1st ch. End 

every rnd with 1 sl st into 3rd ch at beginning of rnd. Cut 

yarn at end of each rnd and change colors.

Rnd 1: Work all dc around ring. Ch 3 (= 1st dc), 1 dc, (ch 1, 

2 dc) around until there are 8 dc groups; end with ch 1.

Rnd 2: Work all dc around the ch-1 loop between dc 

groups of previous rnd. Ch 3, 2 dc, (ch 1, 3 dc) around; end 

with ch 1.

Rnd 3: Ch 3, 2 dc, and then alternate: (ch 1, 3 dc) and (ch 1, 

3 dc, ch 1, 3 dc) in the loops between dc groups so that 

you end up with 4 corners. On the last rnd, crochet the 

squares together (see instructions on page 14).

Each potholder consists of 9 squares that are crocheted 

together. This potholder has two layers so make a block 

of 9 squares for each side. Join the layers with the RS 

facing out and work an edging at the same time:

Rnd 1: When working the sc, insert the hook through 

both layers so that they are crocheted together. Work (1 

sc, ch 3, skip 3 sts) around. 

Rnd 2: Work 5 sc in each ch loop around.

Rnd 3: (1 sc, skip 2 sts, 5 dc in next st, skip 2 sts) around.

Finish with ch 15-20 for the hanging loop; attach with 1 

sl st into potholder so the ch forms a loop. Work sc 

around the loop, filling it well. Cut yarn and draw end 

through last st. Weave in all ends to inside. 
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Why not dress up an old stool with a crocheted cover 

made from brightly colored granny squares? Of course, 

stools vary in size and shape, but the pattern is designed 

as an example to inspire you.

 

Yarn: CYCA #1 (sock/fingering/baby) Mandarin Petit 

(100% cotton, 195 yd/178 m / 50 g; see page 142)

CYCA #3 (DK/light worsted) Marks & Kattens Flox (100% 

cotton, 153 yd/140 m / 50 g; see page 142)

Yarn Colors: Flox in Red 4747-1765; Mandarin Petit in 

White 1001, Orange 2709, Pink 4505, Medium Lilac 5314, 

Light Turquoise 6803, and Green 8514

Crochet Hook: U.S. size D-3 / 3 mm

The cover is made with granny squares (see page 12) 

joined together as you work (see page 14). Each square 

has 4 rnds and the same color sequence for the first 3 

rnds. The colors for the 4th rnd vary. The seat on my 

stool measures 12¾ x 12¾ in / 32 x 32 cm. For that size, I 

worked 5 x 5 squares with a total of 25 squares. When all 

the squares have been crocheted and joined, work an 

edging. Insert the hook into a space between dc groups 

and bring yarn through, work 3 dc in each space around, 

with only 1 dc group at each corner (instead of the usual 

3 dc, ch 1, 3 dc). The “short” corners draw in the cover to 

shape it around the stool. I crocheted 7 rounds for my 

cover edging.

Stool cover
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A pretty, colorful necklace will dress up any outfit. Use a 

variety of yarn colors or mix in wooden beads, which 

you can buy at a craft store.

Necklace

Yarn: CYCA #1 (sock/fingering/baby) Mandarin Petit 

(100% cotton, 195 yd/178 m / 50 g; see page 142)

Yarn Amounts: Leftover yarns in desired colors

Crochet Hook: U.S. size C-2 / 2.5 mm

Notions: fiberfill, elastic cord, wooden beads

CROCHETED NECKLACE BEADS
Ch 4 and join into a ring with 1 sl st into the 1st ch. End all 

rnds with 1 sl st into 1st ch to complete round.

Rnd 1: Ch 1, 6 sc around ring = 6 sts.

Rnd 2: Ch 1, work 2 sc in each st around = 12 sts.

Rnd 3: Ch 1, work (1 sc in next st, 2 sc in next st) around = 

18 sts.

Rnds 4-6: Ch 1, 1 sc in each st around = 18 sts.

Rnd 7: Ch 1, [1 sc in next st, sc2tog (insert hook into next 

st, yarn around hook and through st, hook through next 

st, yarn around hook and through st = 3 loops on hook; 

yarn around hook and through all 3 loops at once)] 

around = 12 sts rem. Before continuing, stuff the bead 

with fiberfill.

Rnd 8: Ch 1, sc2tog around = 6 sts rem.

Rnd 9: Ch 1, sc2tog around = 3 sts rem.

Cut yarn, leaving tail long enough to close bead and 

weave in; draw end through last st. String beads onto 

elastic cord, knotting at bead ends to secure them. Make 

sure necklace is securely joined.

For the necklace shown here, I decided not to string 

beads all around so that the necklace wouldn’t be too 

bulky—this necklace has 10 crocheted beads.
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RINGS
With Pink, ch 10 and join into a ring with 1 sl st into 1st ch. 

Work 32 sc around ring and, at the same time, join to a 

stitch (join a ring on every 8th st) from the front/back 

yokes and the skirt.

FINISHING
Seam the yokes and, before completing skirt length, 

crochet the rings between the skirt and yoke. Continue 

skirt as set until the dress, including the rings, is 14¼ in / 

36 cm long.

EDGINGS AND PLACKET
Beginning at the back placket, with Pink and RS facing, 

loosely work in sl st up towards the neck and around. 

Make sure the edging is flexible. Turn with ch 1 and then 

work around in sc through both stitch loops. Next row = 

picot edging: Ch 1 (skip 1 sc, 1 sl st, ch 3, 1 sl into same sc) 

around, ending with skip 1 sc, 1 sc in the last sc. Cut yarn 

and draw end through last st. Work the same edging 

around the armholes and then work 1 rnd sc around 

lower edge of skirt. If desired, add ch 10 at back of neck 

to final row of edging for button loop and sew on button.
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AUTUMN IS THE PERFECT SEASON for curling up on the sofa and learning how to crochet. This chapter has both very 

easy projects and some more advanced ones to set your teeth into. The yarn for the projects is a cotton/merino 

wool blend that doesn’t itch.
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the inside, and work towards the toe. Ch 1, (sc2tog) 6 

times; turn.

Rnd 13: Ch 1, 1 sc, skip 1 st, 2 sc, skip 1 st, 1 sc (now you 

are back where you started), ch 1, 26 (32) sc around. End 

with 1 sl st into 1st ch.

LEG
Rnds 14-24: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each st around. End with 1 

sl st into 1st ch = 26 (32) sts.

Rnd 25: Ch 2, alternate (1 dc in front loop, 1 dc in back 

loop) around. End with 1 sl st into top of ch 2 at 

beginning of rnd. Cut yarn and draw end through last st.

Weave in all ends on WS and thread imitation suede cord 

through at ankle (see photo). Attach skid-proof rubber 

latex soles if desired.

The boots were decorated with a “Simple flower 1” (see 

instructions on page 22). Sew a flower to the front of 

each boot.

You can make the flower hair band with a “Flower in 

several layers with a ‘wheel’ at the center” (see page 18) 

and some chain stitch cords. For both the flower and 

cords, use two strands of Sandnes Duo yarn held 

together and a hook that’s U.S. size G-6 / 4 mm. Chain 

the number of stitches needed to fit comfortably about 

the head. Securely sew the band to the back of the 

flower.
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Rnd 4: Ch 1, (1 sc in each of next 2 sts, 2 sc in next st) 

around = 24 sts.

Rnd 5: Ch 1, (1 sc in each of next 3 sts, 2 sc in next st) 

around = 30 sts.

Rnd 6: Ch 1, (1 sc in each of next 4 sts, 2 sc in next st) 

around = 36 sts.

Rnd 7: Ch 1, (1 sc in each of next 5 sts, 2 sc in next st) 

around = 42 sts.

Rnds 8-11: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each st around = 42 sts.

Rnd 12: Change to Light Pink. Ch 1, work 1 sc in each st 

around = 42 sts.

Rnd 13: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each st around = 42 sts.

Rnd 14: Change to Pink 2. Ch 1, (work 1 sc in each of next 

11 sts, sc2tog) 3 times, sc to end of rnd = 39 sts rem.

Rnd 15: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each st around = 39 sts.

Rnd 16: Change to Light Pink. Ch 1, (work 1 sc in each of 

next 10 sts, sc2tog) 3 times, sc to end of rnd = 36 sts rem.

Rnd 17: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each st around = 36 sts.

Rnd 18: Change to Pink 2. Ch 1, (work 1 sc in each of next 

9 sts, sc2tog) 3 times, sc to end of rnd = 33 sts rem.

Rnd 19: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each st around = 33 sts.

Rnd 20: Change to Light Pink. Ch 1, (work 1 sc in each of 

next 8 sts, sc2tog) 3 times, sc to end of rnd = 30 sts rem.

Rnd 21: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each st around = 30 sts.

Rnd 22: Change to Pink 2. Ch 1, (work 1 sc in each of next 

7 sts, sc2tog) 3 times, sc to end of rnd = 27 sts rem.

Rnd 23: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each st around = 27 sts.

Rnd 24: Change to Light Pink. Ch 1, (work 1 sc in each of 

next 6 sts, sc2tog) 3 times, sc to end of rnd = 24 sts rem.

Rnd 25: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each st around = 24 sts.

Rnd 26: Change to Pink 2. Ch 1, (work 1 sc in each of next 

5 sts, sc2tog) 3 times, sc to end of rnd = 21 sts rem.
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It ’s Christmas Time 
Again
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CHRISTMAS IS THE NICEST AND BUSIEST TIME OF THE YEAR and conducive to all kinds of projects. Why not crochet 

the tree decorations, a Christmas tree rug, or cute little elf hats for the children? 
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Rnd 23: Ch 1, (1 sc in each of next 16 sts, 2 sc in next st) 

around = 144 sts.

Rnd 24: Ch 1, (1 sc in each of next 17 sts, 2 sc in next st) 

around = 152 sts.

The next two rounds describe how to make an edging 

for the rug. If you want a larger rug, just continue 

increasing.

Rnd 25: Ch 6, skip 5 sts and work 1 sc in next st, (ch 7, skip 

6 sts, 1 sc in next st) 20 times and end with ch 6, skip 5 

sts, 1 sc in next st; 1 sl st in 1st ch.

Rnd 26 (Flower petals): In every ch loop, work (1 sc, 6 

dc, 1 sc). End with 1 sl st in 1st sc. Cut yarn and draw end 

through last st.

Because it is very difficult to thread the tricot for 

weaving in, knot all loose ends on WS to secure them. 
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POMPOM
I attached a large pompom to the tip of the hat. 

You can easily make a pompom with a pompom maker 

from the craft store or with 2 circles of stiff paper. Cut 

out a small circle at the center of each piece, like a 

doughnut hole. Hold the circles together and wrap the 

yarn around and around, through the holes—threading 

yarn onto a tapestry needle makes it easier—until the 

circles are completely filled. Cut yarn around outer  

edge and firmly tie a strong thread between the circles 

and around the ball to secure it. Remove the paper 

circles and trim ball evenly, but be careful not to trim 

too much! Steaming also fluffs up the pompom (be sure 

to protect your hands). Securely sew the pompom to 

the tip of the hat.
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Colorful
Crochet

Over 60 Bright, Cheerful Projects  
         for Home, Family, and Friends

Therese Hagstedt

Make Life a Little Brighter
Bursting with tips, tricks, inspiration, and—of course—color, take your pick from 

dozens of patterns that will put some spring in your step, wrap a little summer 

around your shoulders, and fill you with holiday cheer. With an introduction 

to the basics of crochet for those who need a leg up, and over 60 projects to 

choose from, there’s something here for everyone, 

For Kids

A delightful fish mobile, cuddly rabbit pal, 
sweet summer dress—or warm little boots 
and spotted hats to keep them comfy all 
year long.

For the Home

Whether a pillow, throw, potholder, coaster, 
or coathanger cover—go ahead and get 
colorful!

For Adults

A flowery shawl, handy bag, wrapped 
sweater, or charming coffee-mug cozy. 
Use the yarn colors suggested, or swap 
them out for something that will suit your 
life just right.

ISBN: 978-1-57076-713-5
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5 2 1 9 5

$21.95 USD
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